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nttmbre, shuld not lye to thronge or strayte, and therefore uneasely,
and incommodiously: and partely that they which were taken and
holden with contagious diseases, such as be wonte by infection to
crepe from one to another, myght be layde apart farre ^from the
company of the residue. These hospitalles be so we! appointed, and
with al thinges necessary to health so furnished, and more over so
diligent attendaunce through the continual presence of cunning phis-
tians is geven, that though no man be sent thether against his will,
yet notwithstandinge there is no sicke persone in all the citie, that
had not rather lye there, then at home in his owne house.
When the stewarde of the sicke hath received such meates as the
phistians have prescribed, then the beste is equallye devided among
the halles, according to the company of every one, saving that there
is had a respect to the prince, the byshop, the tranibours, and to am-
bassadours and all straungers, if there by any, which be verye fewe
and seldome. But they also when they be there, have certeyne sev-
erall houses apointed and prepared for them. To these halles at
the set houres of dinner and supper commeth all the whole Sipho-
grauntie or warde, warned by the noyse of a brasen trumpet: except
such as be sicke in the hospitalles, or els in their owne houses.
Howbeit no man is prohibited or forbid, after the halles be served,
to fetch home meate out of the market to his own house, For they
knowe that no man wyl doe it without a cause reasonable. For
thoughe no man be prohibited to dyne at home, yet no man doth it
willyngly: because it is counted a pointe of smal honestie. And also
it were a follye to take the payne to dresse a badde diner at home,
when they may be welcome to good and fyne fare so neighe hande at
the hall.
In this hal al vile service, all slavery, and drudgerie, with all labour-
some toyle, and base busines is done by bondemen. But the women
of every family by course have the office and charge of cookeries for
sethinge and dressinge the meate, and orderinge all thinges therto be-
longyng. They sit at three tables or moe, accordinge to the numb re
of their company. The men sitte upon the bench next the wall, and
the women againste them on the other side of the table, that yf anye
sodeyne evyll should chaunce to them, as many tymes happeneth to
women with chylde, they maye rise wythoute trouble or disturbaunce
of anye bodie, and go thence into the nurcerie. The nurceis sitte sev-
erall alone with theyr younge suckelinges in a certaine parloure ap-
pointed and deputed to the same purpose, never withoute fire and
cleane water, nor yet without cradels, that when they wyll they maye
laye downe the younge infantes, and at theyr pleasure take them oute
of their swathynge clothes, and hold them to the fire, and refreshe
them witja playe.
Every'mother is nource to her owne childe, onles either death, or